
BENTO N CO UNTY, IA
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 1,210 1,325 1,434
  Acreage 418,483 427,215 419,480
  Average size (acres) 346 322 293
  M edian size (acres) 218 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 706,732 448,987 322,996
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 90,602 67,568 55,389

Cropland (acres)
  Total 375,729 388,123 376,517
  Harvested 341,149 337,633 301,315
  Irrigated 399 175 D

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 157,977 151,713 140,932
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 130,559 114,500 98,279

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 32,870 19,251 21,974

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 40,399 62,890 71,528
  Beef cows 10,749 11,654 13,908
  M ilk cows 2,029 2,319 2,407
  Hogs and pigs 102,216 163,836 172,273
  Sheep and lam bs 3,072 4,438 9,460
  Layers 13 wks or/older D 384,501 278,755
  Broilers and chicken (sold) 8,173 5,318 D

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 166,702 178,600 144,170
  Corn, silage or green chop 1,974 3,016 3,087
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 245 108 302
  Barley N N N
  O ats 3,635 6,192 9,097
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 155,595 135,331 126,534
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 16,617 19,191 22,834

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

O rchards



  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


